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Second Letter of Advice, 


ADDRESSED 


To all MERCHANTS, MANUFACTU- 
RERS, and TRADERS, 


OF EVERY DENOMINATION, 


IN GREAT BRITAIN, 


CONCERNING THE 


ODIOUS AND ALARMING 


TAX on RECEIPTS, 


$60 WHICH TWIST 


FEARS AND JEALOUSIES OF FUTURE ALTERA- 
TION OF THE ACT, WITH INTENT TO FORCE 
IT UPON THEM, BY MINISTRY, ARE CON- 
SIDERED; TOGETHER WITH MANY OTHER 
INTERESTING AND IMPORTANT SUBJECTS 
OF TRADE; WELL WORTHY THE MOST SE- 
RIOUS PERUSAL AND, ATTENTION OF ALL 
THE GOOD PEOPLE OF THIS REALM. 


TO WHICH ARE ADDED, 


The Opinions of Meſſrs. Maxsr1eLD, Kenyon, and Ax- 
DEN, as to our preſent Conduct under the Act, which en- 
tirely agree with our Advice in the Firſt Letter. 


By OLIVER QUID, Tobacconiſt. 
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Then ſhall ſtand up in his Eſtate, à Raiſer of Taxes in the Glory of the 
Kingdom; but within a few Days he ſhail be deſtroyed, neither in Anger, nor 
in Battle. DANIEE, Chap, xi. Ver. 20. 
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Second Letter of Advice, Sec. 


Friends and Countrymen, 


ONCE more take up the pen for your 
ſakes, and out of pure love to my fallen 
and unhappy country.—I have obſerved 
ſome trifling and filly remarks that have been 
written, and ſatisfactorily anſwered in the 
newſpapers, and have attended to many obſer- 
vations that have been made upon my former 
letter in converſation.— Some may be true; 
ſome are certainly falſe. It is certainly falſe 
that I am a mercenary, and write for gain: Mr, 
Kearſley can ſatisfy any body upon that ore. 
It is falſe that I have any private ends or paiti- 
cular views of my oven to ſerve, or that I 
am prompted by any other motive than an ar- 
dent defire to be ſerviceable to my native coun» 
try ; for which, I am not aſhamed to own, L 
am not ſo Frenchiſied and polite, as to be utterly 
devoid of affection. It may be true, that my 
ſtile is low and vulgar ; and it has been reviled 
and abuſed by ſome finical Things in breeches, 
upon that account,—Perhaps I ought to take 
ſuch abuſe as compliments, conſidering the 
quarter it comes from. But what would peo- 
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le have? Did I not own, that I was no maſter 


of the pen in the writing way, and that I took 
it up againſt my inclination, when it was al- 
molt too late; waiting in hopes that ſome great 
genius or other would undertake it? Do they 
expect blood from a flint? Is it probable, that 
an illiterate Tobacconiſt ſhould be able to treat 
them with ze <or:ting, and know how to diſb- 
up his words, ſo as to tickle their cockered and 
dainty palates? I hereby profeſs I do not write 
for tops and coxcombs, whoſe expectations and 
Judgment are generally contrary to nature and 
common ſenſe: I write for men of plain un- 
derſtandings, and honeſt hearts, who look to 
the uprightneſs of a man's intentions, and the 
truth and uſefulneſs of his advice, more than to 
choice words, ſwelling phraſes, and windy flou- 
Tiſhes ; all certain ſigns of more ſound than 
Senſe. 

But, perhaps, I ought to beg pardon for ma- 
king theie remarks, having no great cauſe to 
complain of the want of public attention to my 
ficit letter, if I may judge by the general, and 
almoſt univerſal refuſal to uſe ſtamped receipts ; 
which, though I am not ſo vain as to attribute 
wholly to my letter, yet, from the great num- 
ber of editions it has gone through, I ſhall, like 
authors who write for fame, conclude much 
therefrom in my own favour. And. this has 
encouraged me to ſend you this ſecond Letter, 
greeting. 

In order to fix your attention on what I ſhall 
now ſay, I delice to remind you gf the fincerity 
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of my intentins, and of the truth of my advice in 
my former Letter, which is now confirmed by 
the greateſt lawyers in the kingdom; whole opi- 
nions, for the ſatisfaction of ſcrupulous, waver- 
ing, and fearful minds, have been generouſly 
publiſhed to the world in the newſpapers, by 
that right worthy, and right reſpectable Com- 
mittee, who act for London, Weſtminſter, and 
Southwark; and to whom we are all ſo much 
indebted, for the pains and care they have taken 
upon themſelves.“ I ſay you ought to remem- 
ber, I have dealt faithfully by you, and have in 
no inſtance aduijed any thing contrary to law, 
or dangerous in practice. All the great offices, 
and public companies, act by law-advice, and 
they do not now pretend to oblige any man to 
take a ſtamped receipt.—So far, ſo good. 

But now your fears are all awakened, as to 
what will be done by Miniſters next ſeſſion of 
Parliament ; and many of you are as full of 
queſtions as an egg is full of meat, —* Will 
they not alter the Act, and make it more ſtrict ? 
Will they not, &y penalties and fines, force all 
people to give and take ſamped receipts ? Will 
they not make it law, that uo other evidence of 
the payment of money ſhall be admitred in a 
court of juſtice, but a ſtamped receipt? Or, if 
they repeal this odzous lau, will they not Jay 
other taxes on trade, that may prove equally or 
more grievous ?”—Of queitions of this ſort, I 
have heard an abundance, from timorous and 
good fouls, who are diſpoſed to ſubmit to any 

thing 
* See theſe Opinions at the end of this Letter, 
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thing for peace and quietneſs, as they ſay.— A 


cruel and damnable quietneſs, that may bring 
down the foreſt afflictions on our heads, and 


on the heads of many blameleſs generations yet 


unborn! And I am ſure, it is generally only a 
canting pretence to goodneſs, forged by daſtard- 
ly minds, to flatter the fondeſt ſelf- love and 
indolence, which always indiſpoſe men to take 
any care or concern upon themſelves, for any 
general or national good. , 

But before I anſwer this ſort of queſtions, 
which will be no very difficult taſk, I will take 
the liberty to digreſs a little farther, only to re- 
mark, what I know to be true in fact, which 
is, that plain, common, illiterate people, ſuch as 
I may be, eſpecially Engliſhmen, may, can, and 
do underſtand well enough, in a general way, 
what will do good, and what will do harm to 
the nation at large: that is to ſayz they are, 
when they chuſe it, good and proper judges of 


politics, and know the plain and direct roads 


which lead to a nation's proſperity and happi- 
neſs. And as to the crooked bye-roads, which 
tricking, cunning, and falſe politicians are ſo 
fond of, and fo apt to bewilder, themſelves in, 
our plain- ſailing minds are naturally too honeſt 
to think of them, unleſs we be forced to it, by 
the burthens, plagues, and miſchiefs they bring 
upon us. The hiſtory of the laſt twenty years 
will tell what miſchiefs I mean. 

I know all this is a ſtanding joke among 
your deep trickſters, and great ſpeechifiers, who 
fancy themſelves wiſe, becauſe they can do and 
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ſay any thing, without the leaſt ſenſe of ſhame, 
juſtice, or truth, But, good God of Heaven! 
Have we no eyes? Have we no ears? Have 
we no feeling, no ſenſes? Though unlearned, 
has God given us no underſtanding ? Are all 
the good people of this kingdom, then, created | 
for the ſport and game of profligate and un- 
principled factions? Is the noble art of go- 
vernment, in this much injured country, dwin- 
dled into jockey/hrp, and become like a boxing- 
match, or a cock-fight ; and is the property of 
the people to be made a prize for the conten- 
tion of talking beggarly ſharpers, rained by 
their own abandoned extravagance» and vice? 
I gay, is all this to be done under the ſuppo- 
ſition of your ſtupidity and ignorance ; and will 
you prove the f/uppo/ition to be true, by your 
negligence and indifterence ?*—I hope not. 
Your patient and forbearing temper is well 
known. Your ſpirit and good ſenſe uſed to be 
the terror of bad Miniſters, and the guide of 
good. You have long ſlept, too long, — but 
now or never you mult awake, rouſe, and be- 
ſtir yourſelves, for the times are become very 
ſerious and important to you; and you ought, [ 
with all due ſubmiſſin to juſt and legal govern- | 
ment, to be very attentive to, and watchful | 
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over, your moſt dear and ſacred intereſts, It 
ought to be the ſubject of your molt grave and 
continual reflection, that whatever farther bur- 
thens and clogs may be now laid upon trade, 
to pay the enormous intereſt of an immenſe 


| debt, accumulated by the groſſejt ignorance of 
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found policy, or, by the moſt wilful wickedneſs, 
will prove a galling, laſting, and probably an 
inſupportable load upon your ſhoulders, and 
undoubtedly ruinous and deſtructive of trade 
itſelf. 

As a check to all dangerous conſequences of 
this ſort, I have often thought it would be a 
good and adviſable thing (and I am very glad 
to hear it has been talked of among ſome great 
characters in trade) if perſons in trade would 
form ſome Societies, Aſſociations, or Commit- 
tees, as Guardians of Commerce, who might 
watch over her intereſts and proſperity, and 
give early and proper information of all import 
ant changes; ſo that an union of intereſts, and 
a conſent of minds, might be created amon 
all perſons concerned in trade, — All their rea- 
ſonable repreſentations to government would 
then carry weight and effect with them, and 
would command a proper attention ; whereas 
now, every one, meanly minding only his own 
particular concerns, weakly careleſs of the op- 
preſſion of his neighbour's trade, we are all, 
at length, become intolerably loaded with 
taxes, and often perhaps for want of proper 
and ſignificant remonſtrances. In former times 
we have had Miniſters who were too wiſe to 
need remonſtrances on fo important a national 
concern; but fince Lord Chatham's admint- 
ſtration, no Miniſter has given the leaſt evi- 
dence of knowledge in trade except one, and 
he was undermined and forced out, by the 
tricking arts of the preſent curious and extra- 
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ordinary ſet; who neither know, nor care, 
any thing about trade as a national object; nor 
confider it in any light but as a ſubject of tax- 
ation, and, even in that light, they do not un- 
derſtand how to make the moſt of it. And 
here, as to integrity, good intentions, and 
other chriſtian-like qualities, I beg leave al- 
ways to except the D- ke of P---1- -d, 
the D- ke of D-v--ſ---e, Lord John 
C-v--d--h, and a few other ſincere and 
worthy characters. But, curſe on the unto- 
wardneſs of our fate! we all know theſe ex- 
cellent men are deceived, cajoled, and miſled 
by a ſet of creatures who have ſpared no pains 
to convince the reſt of the world of their utter 
want of every rational ground of confidence, 

I muſt now moſt earneſtly beg of you all 
to ponder upon theſe things, and to turn them 
privately and cooly in your minds; and fo I 
return to your fears and your queſtions, 

„ Will they not alter the Act, and make 
it more ſtrict? Will they not, by penalties ana 
fines, force all people to give and take ſtamped 
receipts ?”— Why, if they ſhould be fo ab- 
ſurd, ſo blind to their own private ends (for 
they have no public ones) as obitinately to per- 
fiſt in cramming ſtamped receipts down our 
throats will-we nil-we; and after they have 
ſeen how our ſtomachs riſe againſt them; I 
ſuppoſe they will try ſome ſuch fooliſh experi- 
ment.—But, Lord, what can they do? Force 
people to give and take ſtamped receipts. — 
What, force people to give, and force people to 
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take, acknowledgments and ſecurities for the 
payment of money, whether they will or not ? 
Let any man try 7o force me, and I will ſhew 
him that an Engliſhman is a tough bit yet. 
No, no, that can never be done; they might 
as well attempt 7 force our wives and daugh- 
ters againſt their conſent. It would be kick- 
ing againſt the pricks with a vengeance, and 
could ſerve no earthly purpoſe but 0 raiſe 
commotions among a loyal and generous people, 
who are always ready and willing to pay taxes 
when fairly and impartially levied. And as to 
any thing elſe, I do not ſee how any material 
alterations can be made. — Think of the many 
thouſands who cannot write, or who write but 
a very miſerable ſtick; and what fine work 
the cramming and forcing of them would be! 

But, Will they not make it law, that no 
other evidence of the payment of money ſhall be 
admitted in a Court of Juſtice, but a ſtamped 
reccipt.”—This queſtion borders cloſely upon 
the two laſt; it aſks, if they will not that way 
force receipt ſtamps down ? — No, they dare 
not do that; though I am very well informed 
they were ignorant enough to propoſe it at 
firſt. But beſides the petty craft of the inten- 
tion, to work by ſecret force upon the doubts 
aud frars of the people, it would flrike at the 
root of all the antient eſtabl:ſhed law of evidence 
in the land, as I am told from high authority, 
And indced what would become of us, if our 
ſtamped receipts, by miſchance, were lot, or 
ſtolen, or burned in great fires, if our books 
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of accompt, witneſſes of payment, and every 


other evidence were not admitted? — Why, 
good God! we ſhould all be ruined; the 
whole world would be thrown into confuſion, 
and the wretched people would be driven mad. 
— Beſides, what could you do at markets and 
fairs, where you have neither time nor con- 
venience to give and take receipts? But really 
one would wonder what the devil they were 
thinking of, thus to defire to plague, harraſs, 
and frighten the people with their damned law 
quirks, which they can never underſtand or 
ſubmit to. If they are determined to hear 
neither reaſon nor juſtice, why do they not ruin 
trade in the old plain way, by laying tax upor 
tax on every article of commerce, and ſo try 
the iſſue of their own great wiſdom in politics. 
Then the people will know what they are 
about, and will have nothing elſe to do t to 
buy dearer, or to buy leſs. We might then in- 
deed have a much greater plenty of bankrupts 
than we have now; or, perhaps, ſpirited fel- 
lows, to prevent that, might be driven to in- 
creaſe the number of ſmuggling deſperadoes. 
But I will ſay no more on this head, becauſe I 
am ſure they dare not make at law which 
your queſtion ſuppoſes. I ſhall never forget 
what 1 once heard a great man ſay, which I 
ot him to write down for me, and here it 
is:“ The multiplicity of laws is a very great 
evil in a nation; the more clear, more ſim- 
*© ple, and the fewer they are, the more eaſil 

% they are underſtood, and the more readily 
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« obeyed. But a very great body of intricate 
* and complicated laws, are the very founda- 
* tion of quirks, quibbles, and falſe reaſoning ; 
& and lead and accuſtom artful minds to ſeek 
« for evaſions, flaws, and contradictions, by 
% which the underſtandings of the people are 
« puzzled and confounded; and often findin 
©& themſelves thus deceived and miſled, as well 
eas deſpoiled of their property, they look upon 
* the laws, which ought to be their benevo- 
« lent protectors, with terror and averſion,” 

I could not help thinking, at that time, of 
the Ten Commandments, which are ſo plain 


and clear; and I wiſh to God our preſent 


law-givers had ever thought them worthy of 
their notice; if they had, we ſhould never 
have been tormented and vexed with amp 
laws in this provoking manner. It is ſtrange 
that the loſs of America by ſtamp laws, has 
not brought them to their ſenſes ! 

I think the laſt queſtion is what many harm- 
leſs, good ſort of people, ſeem to be moſt in 
dread of: — © If they repeal this odious law, 
will they not lay other taxes on trade, that may 
prove equally or more grievous ?”—God above 
can only tell that, becauſe he only can tell, 
what {among thoughtleſs men) is called a mat- 
ter of mere chance and accident ; for nothin 
is more clear, than that our preſent Miniſtry, 
now taxation of trade is become a ſubject of 
nice ſpeculation, are of all men the leaſt qua- 
lified to judge of what ought to be done; fo 
that whatever their determinations may be, 
one 


n 


one can attribute nothing to their knowledge 
or judgment in the trading intereſts of the 
kingdom. | 

But if the matter were to depend upon the 
proſperity and riches of the country, the hap- 
pineſs and intereſt of the whole community, 
and were not to be regulated by partial, fac- 
tious, and ſelfiſh views, I would defy them to 
produce any ſolid or juſt reaſons for farther 
taxations upon trade. — * And he faid, woe 
s unto you alſo, ye lawyers, for ye lade men 
« with burdens grievous to be borne, and ye 
*« yourſelves touch not the burdens with one 
of your fingers.” Luke, chap. xi. ver. 46. 

During the whole deteſtable and accurſed 
war with America, from the tyrannic ſyſtem 
then in purſuit, (and probably now in purſuit, 
as the abandoned coalition gives us juſt reaſon 
to fear) trade has borne nearly the whole 
weight of taxation; ſo that many great and 
important ſources of revenue, inſtead of pro- 
ducing more by high taxes, produce leſs, and 
are in imminent danger of ſtill diminiſhing. 
I am very ſure it is next to impoſſible to in- 
creaſe taxation upon any Eaſt or Weſt India 
articles of commerce, without leſſening the 

roduce of the revenue; and I think almoſt 
all internal home manufactures are nearly in 
the ſame ſtate, So that to tax trade more, 
would not probably produce more but le re- 
venue, and they have learned enough to be 
afraid of that, 


Now 
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Now I am ſpeaking of theſe things, I hope 


you will excuſe me if I cannot forbear to lay 
before you a few general obſervations upon 
trade and taxation, given to me in writing by 

| a worthy friend of mine, They are as fol- 
5 low, to wit, 

4 Taxation of trade has its bounds. At 
* all times it ought to be ſo bounded, as not 
* to prevent an mcrea/e of commerce in the ar- 
4 ticle taxed; or in the utmoſt extent, not 
* to leſſen the commerce of the article: Bzcauſe 
1 & you will thus ſtrike at the root of conſump- 
f &* tion, and by ſo doing you will ſtrike at the 
. * root of productiveneſs in taxes. 
| * Taxes, on what are called luxuries, may 
* ſometimes be good, when the reformation of 

& manners is the intention: but if the intention 
« be to raiſe large and laſting revenues, luxuries 
&© muſt be conſidered as articles of commerce, 
and are not to be taxed as luxuries, beyond 
the due meaſure of promoting their con- 
« ſumption, as ſubjects of trade, both at home 
* and abroad. Taxing of luxuries with a Mo- 
& ral view, and with 4 view to revenue, are 
« very different things. Nothing, therefore, 
** can be more ſtupid, than the praiſe beſtowed 
formerly on Lord North, for exceſſive taxa- 
«© tion of luxuries, 
| * To levy very high and exceſſive impoſts 
1 upon trade, works many unproſperous ef- 
1 *© fefts in a nation, contrary to true policy, — 
i It is offering rewards to ſmugglers for break- 
. „ing the laws, — It is ſtrongly tempting the 
integrity 
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integrity of fair and honeſt ' traders, — It 


moves the minds of men in contradiction to 
ſubordination and obedience to government; 
and forces them into the habits of artifice, 
tricking, and deception: But what will be 
thought moſt to the preſent queſtion, it di- 
miniſbes the revenue. 
« Taxes on the conduct of trade ought to be 
ſmall, and the law fo eaſy of comprehenſion 
and practice, as to cauſe no obſtruction to 
the facility of its motions : In this view, af 
leaſt, trade ought to be as free as air. And 
the preſent perplexity, uneaſineſs, and un- 
certainty, which divide the minds of the 
people under the preſent ſtamp- acts, are the 
ſtrangeſt evidences of their impropriety, and 
of the want of knowledge of trade in thoſe 
who have deviſed them. 
* Nothing can be more demonſtrative of 
the deficiency of national knowledge in the 
landed gentry of the preſent time, than their 
almoſt univerſal ſuppoſition and belief, hat 
in whatever mode taxes be laid upon trade, or 
upon the conduct of trade, traders can always 
lay them upon the commodities taxed ; and that 
ultimately they always fall upon the conſumers. 
The value of all commodities depends upon 
the markets. —If they be full, they will be 
cheap: if they be empty, they will be dear. 
If they be very full, though ever ſo coſtly, 
and ever ſo highly taxed, they will be very 
cheap. If they be very empty, though worth 
little as to natural value, and free from taxes, 
they 


| 


| 


. * 


36 —ͤ—„-⅜. . _ — = 
2 8 ; 
24 — * : _ == * ” * 
_ FF 
- — 


— 
2 * 2 


e 


NN IT" 
r 


Ao. # * the ww 3 


1 


.: 7 „ . 7—§—öĩ?49ꝙ% : 


— _s - = 
a — ety ing ·˙ , —— 


— 


— — — — —_——— 
— lʒJ. «„ „ «˙ 


— ñ — — * 


cf 
ec 
66 
cc 
ce 
cc 
66 
(c 
cc 


( 16 ) 


they will be very dear, So that, as to price, 
little or nothing depends upon the will of 
the trader : he muſt be controuled by the 
markets. Combinations and monopolies, 
indeed, work temporary effects; but they 
are to be conſidered as diſeaſes in trade, 
which obſtruct a healthy and free circula- 
tion, In one ſenſe, however, their opinion 
is right, Heavy taxes, by deſtroying trade, 


may render its articles ſcaroe and rare; and 


* fo becoming dear, the few who deal in them 


© muſt charge proportionable prices. 
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But the 
deſtruction of trade, and the ruin of num- 
bers, are neceſſary preliminaries to the ac- 
compliſhment of this precious end. One 
would think, that thoſe among the gentry, 
who purchaſe uſeleſs curioſities, ſcarce books, 
and things which have little to recommend 
them but rarity, might eaſily underſtand the 
truth and force of this doctrine. 

e In our preſent circumſtances, indebted as 
we are upwards of two hundred and fifty 
millions, the intereſt upon which, with the 
expences of government, will amount to 
fifteen millions a year; what ways would a 
wiſe Miniſter deviſe to enable us to bear fo 
enormous a load, and to diminiſh it in fu- 
ture? If the internal reſources, and natural 
riches, of the country be inadequate, would 
he not, by encouraging commerce 27 all 
poſſible ways, endeavour to draw in the riches 
of other nations to his aid? Nothing but a 
great, flouriſhing, and extenſive commerce, 
% can 
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can enable this country to bear its exceſſive 
burthens, and lighten their weight. 

* Trade in this country is certainly taxed 
far beyond its proper heighth in many in- 
ſtances ; and the inclinations of landed men 
to tax it ſtill higher, ſerve only to ſhew how 
much their paſſions are maſters of their rea- 
ſon: For by the oppreſſion, and conſequent 
diminution of trade, they would yearly find 
the produce of taxes leflen, the value of 
their own eſtates diminiſh, and the intereſt 
of the national debt fall moſt heavily upon 
themſelves, when they would be leaft able to 


pay it. 


* If trade be taxed, at this time, to the 
higheſt; upon a ſuppoſition (for a mo- 
ment) that land be ſo too; the only juſt 
inference to be drawn from ſuch our un- 
happy ſtate, is, that all future taxation ought 
to be levied with the utmoſt equality and im- 


men, without regard to diſtinctions. And un- 
leſs this be done with the moſt- honourable 
and inflexible regard to juſtice, it will not 
be in the power of the wiſeſt Miniſter upon 
earth to ſupport the declining credit and 
proſperity of this country. 
« General taxes, which proportionally ex- 
tend to all orders of men, are the moft juſt, 
moſt productive, and eafieſt to bear; for their 
general extent makes them light upon all. 
If they ſometimes ſenſibly touch the la- 
bouring part of the nation, we have ſeen 
C their 


- 
1 


* 


DO NY S 


- Weed 4 be an 4 4.2 


FN... N * 


42 


F< ones — — — 3 uo — 


Ln IT "a5 


— — . . 2 


— —PM— ſ — —— ＋ꝗ R — — OY * 


3 — — 
—  - 
* 


. 
- -- 
— 1 
— — 1 A 
x —— — e 
— — — —— ͤ 2 — 7 


1100 


ee their wages, within theſe forty years, have 
* nearly doubled. And thus, perhaps, a juſt 
* balance between taxes and the price of la- 
* bour, has been better preſerved than it could 
* be any other way. 

„The ſituation we are now in, requires, 
te that all articles of exportation and importa- 
* tion ſhould he as free from taxes as poſts 
« þle; that the trade of all nations may be en- 
% couraged to come into this country, by an 
* ealy ingreſs and egreſs : So ſhall our mark- 
* ets be full, our exportable commodities 
* cheap, and our riches, with our ſhipping, 
« increaſe, by our becoming the principal 
e merchants and carriers of the world. All 
* our revenues ought to be raiſed internally as 
& much as poſſible, but never fo as to check the 
* extenſion of commerce. Thus, with the in- 
« creaſe of our property, our national debt 
* might be diminiſhed; and in caſe of a fu- 
* ture war, what a glorious ſtrength at ſea 
« would thus ariſe, and be eaſily collected!“ 


I wiſh, from the bottom of my heart, I 
could expreſs myſelf as well as my worthy 
friend here; but plain man as I am, I do not 
find it hard to underſtand the truth of what 
he ſays; nor will any of you, I am ſure, not- 
withitanding the contempt in which we are 
held by a Miniſtry, who ſeem to think de- 
baiting, wrangling, and ſpeechifying in the 
Hauſe of Commons, are the firſt-rate con- 
cerns of a great ſtateſman ; as if flippancy of 
tongue, ſharpneſs of wit, and looſe principles, 

were 


( 19 ) 
were better qualifications for ſo high a ſtation, 
than integrity, judgment, and national wiſ- 
dom. The old faying is true, Honeſty is the 
beſt Policy; and we all know, that honeſty 
conſiſts in a plain dunrigbt upright conduct. 
Cunning is of no uſe to an honeſt man, and as 
ſoon as I ſee any ſigns of it, I am upon my 
guard againſt a knave or a cheat. | 

I do not find, after what my friend has ſaid, 
that I have much more to ſay myſelf, at this 
preſent writing ; only do not deſpair : Eſta- 
bliſh public ſocieties and meetings; ſpare a 
little time from your private, to guard your 
public concerns ; for if they go ill, they will 
reach your private concerns at laſt: And as 
truth and juſtice give you an honeſt right to 
remonſtrate firmly againſt future impoſitions 
or oppreſſions on trade, ſurely every Engliſb- 
man, under ſuch cirèumſtances, will feel hima 
ſelf bold in the true intereſt of his country.— 
So God protect you all, Wo unto them that 
call evil good, and god evil; that put darkneſs 
for light, and light for darkneſs ; that put bit= 
ter for ſweet, and fweet for bitter. Ilaiah, 
chap. v. ver. 20, 
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OPINIONS of COUNSEL. 


— — 


GREAT doubts and uneaſineſs having pre- 

vailed on ſeveral points reſpecting the Tax 
on Receipts, the Committee appointed by the 
Merchants, Bankers, and Traders, thought it 
incumbent on them to obtain the beſt legal 
opinions thereon ; and having propoſed ſeveral 
queſtions for that purpoſe, the fame, with the 
anſwers thereto, are here annexed, 


Half- Moon Tavern, WILLIAM PICRKE T, 
Sept. 25, 1783. Chairman. : 
1 


| YOU are defired to peruſe the Act of Par- 
liament left herewith, and to give your opinion 
upon the following queſtions : 


Queſtion 1ſt, May perſons continue to give 
or take Receipts on Bills of Parcels, or on other 
unſtamped paper, without being ſubject to the 
penalty of 20l. as ſtated in the Act impoſing 
a Duty on Receipts ? | 


Anſwer. 
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Anſwer. Perſons who ſhall give or take Re- 
ceipts on unſtamped paper, will not incur any . 
penalty in ſo doing, unleſs the Receipt ſhall be 
framed in a fraudulent manner, for the pur- 
poſe of evading the AR, viz, by inſerting a 
ſum under 40s. as a ſum paid in full, when in 
fact more was paid. If the Receipt is fairly 
adapted to the real tranſaction, the conſequence 
will be that it cannot be given in evidence, if 
for two pounds or upwards, unleſs ſtamped, 
but no penalty will be incurred. 


LL. KENYON. 


All perſons are at liberty to give or take 
Receipts on Bills of Parcels, or on other un- 
ſtamped paper, and are not ſubject to any pe- 
nalty for ſo doing, 

J. MANSFIELD. 


The penalty is impoſed on perſons who ſhall 
endeavour to procure Receipts, which may be 
given in evidence in courts of law, by inſerting 
a leſs ſum than is actually received; but there 
is no penalty on any perſons taking a Receipt 
on unſtamped paper, for the ſum actually re- 
ceived ; but ſuch Receipts, if the parties giving 
them think proper to deny the payment, will 

bs 


their money paid ? 
Certainly not, 


R. P. ARDEN. 


Anſwer. Undoubtedly Parole evidence of 
Payment ill as admifiible as formerly, 
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in a court of juſtice, and their evidence will be 
legal and effectual, as it was before the late 


AR. 
J. MANSFIELD. 


They certainly may. R. P. ARDEN. 


Queſtion 4th. May Books of Accounts 


continue to be brought in evidence of pay- 
ments as heretofore ? 


Anſwer, Books of Accounts will be ag ad- 
miſſible in evidence as formerly. 


LL. KENYON, 


Books of Account kept by perſons in trade 
in the uſual courſe of their buſineſs, in which 
they enter their debts and credits, will be evi- 
dence of payments made to them in the ſame 
manner as before the paſſing the late Act. 


J. MANSFIELD. 
They may. R. P. ARDEN, 
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